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Grand Knight Message  Donnie Stevenson                                July 2026

July  Mark Your Calander

Brother Knights,
I want to thank everyone for the great show of support in electing me the new Grand 
Knight. I look forward to a great year, supporting the brothers, our parish and the 
community. Through the unwavering dedication to our core principles of charity, 
unity and fraternity, I look forward to increasing the involvement of all knights, and 
making this a great counsel!
Under parish solidarity.
This council stood up and filled many of the needs of our parish by volunteering to help with many of the 
needs of our community. Events that happen late night and early morning hours knights are showing the 
dedication of our counsel to our parish. In speaking with our pastor, the knights have become an 
integral part of our church function and are relied upon, revealing a level of sustained commitment that 
should bring pride to all knights of our council.
COR.
COR has really taken root in the last year and I strongly encourage knights to take advantage of this 
resource to learn more about our faith and to become and to share with and encourage one another in 
these trying times.
Membership.
As this council closes in on 300 members, we need to keep up the zeal to increase our efforts to bring in 
new members. Not to hit some magic number but to increase the opportunities of Catholic men to 
become part of our fellowship and to increase their knowledge of faith, be with other men of faith and to 
offer their efforts to assist in the needs of our parish and our community of faith. It is good to remember, 
when we ask men to join us, that the knights are not just of group of men who meet once a month but a 
community of guys who are there to grow in faith and to serve.
The coming year,
This year will have challenges and opportunists. Opportunities like the Free throw competition for kids 
(which is held here at SEAS), the Soccer competition, Coats for kids, essay contest and others (I am open to 
suggestions!). I would also like to start a mentorship for new members and a committee of brothers to 
assist with the meal preparation for our meetings. We are looking a various fundraisers this year and will 
need every bother to step up and assist.
Every knight has a voice and I will hear you.
I admit to being a little anxious about this position as it has a lot of moving parts but working with you 
guys the last couple of years, I excited about our opportunities and continues growth as a council!

Vivat Jesus!  
Viva Cristo Rey!
Don Stevenson, Grand Knight Council 17480
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September 23, 6PM: Mass followed by Talk and Healing 
Service by Alan Ames 
October19-21, 2026, 6PM: Parish Mission by Fr. Tom 
McCarthy, OSA  
October 24, 2026, 10AM to 6PM: Fall Festival  
October 25, 2026, 10:00AM: White Mass 
November 11, 2026, 8.30AM: Veterans Day Mass  
February 14, 2027, 10:00AM: Renewal of Marriage Vows 
Mass 
February 28, 2027, 12 Noon, Mass for the Sick and Caregivers 
March8-10, 2027: Lenten Retreated by Fr. Jordan Turano, OP



District Deputy Message Greg Gully                                            July 2026
This council has demonstrated what it means to put faith into action. Through your 
dedication, service, and commitment to the principles of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity, 
you have earned Double Star Council through the work of the Brothers that step forward 
every time to support our FIA, membership and fundraising events.

I am also proud to report that District 17 received three of the five top awards presented 
by the Florida State Council. Which Include Chaplain of the Year for Fr Jose from Mother 
Seton Council.

That level of success does not happen by accident. It happens because Brother Knights answer the call to 
serve their parish, their community, and one another.

As impressive as these awards are, they are not the true measure of our success. The real measure is found in 
the lives we touch, the families we support, the vocations we encourage, and the witness we give to our 
Catholic faith. Every food drive, every fundraiser, every hour of volunteer service, and every prayer offered in 
faith helps build the Kingdom of God here on earth.

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells us, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Tonight, these awards are evidence that your light is shining 
brightly.

Thank you for your commitment to the Knights of Columbus, to your parish, and to our Lord. May we 
continue to grow in faith, serve with humility, and always remember that our greatest reward comes not from 
trophies or plaques, but from faithfully answering God’s call.

Congratulations, Council 17480, GK Joseph Paul and may God continue to bless you, your families, and the 
Knights of Columbus.

In Christ Vivat Jesus

SK Greg Gully District Deputy 17
Knights of Columbus 212-879-2013

Invite a new member! Scan the code to get to the online application.

Supreme Chaplin’s Monthly Challenge                                      July 2026
“While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and 
then went off. When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well.” (Gospel for 
July 19, Mt 13:25-26)
In the midst of his suffering, Job asked, “Why do the wicked keep on living, grow old, become 
mighty in power?” (Job 21:7). It seems to human eyes an injustice: the good suffer while the evil 
prosper. But Jesus explains that God “makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes 
rain to fall on the just and the unjust” (Mt 5:45). He is a patient God, and we must “consider 
the patience of our Lord as salvation” (2 Pt 3:15a). God is patient with sinners — including us.
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to reach out to a family member or friend and invite them to go to the sacrament of 
penance.
Questions for Reflection:
In what way are you like wheat, and in what ways are you like weeds? Are you envious or disturbed by those 
who lead unholy lives but seem to prosper? Do you find it difficult to love the “weeds” in your life, to pray for 
and work toward their salvation?



White River Rafting

Rev. Serigo Santos
Parochial Vicar

Hey Everyone. How are you? This past week, I went rafting during the 
Summer Camp. At first, everything seemed easy. The water was calm, the 
boat was steady, and we were all feeling pretty confident.

Then came the rapids. And let's just say... not everyone stayed in the boat!

As you'll see in the pictures, there came a moment when the raft tipped, 
people went flying, and suddenly we found 
ourselves in the water instead of comfortably 
seated where we thought we would be.

And isn't that a little like our spiritual life?

There are seasons when everything seems under 
control. We are praying well, attending Mass, 
staying close to God, and moving forward with 
confidence.

But then life surprises us. A temptation. A 
disappointment. A struggle. A sin. A difficult 
season. And suddenly we feel as if we've fallen 
out of the boat.

The good news is this: God is not surprised 
when we fall. He is the One who reaches out 
His hand, lifts us up, helps us back into the boat,
and gives us the grace to begin again.

So if today you feel tired, discouraged, or 
spiritually soaked from life's rapids, don't be 
afraid to return to the Lord. Through prayer, 
through repentance, through the Sacrament of 
Confession, through His mercy, He is always 
ready to help us start over.

Because the Christian life is not about never 
falling. It is about never giving up on getting 
back up. And thanks be to God, His mercy is 
always stronger than our mistakes.

Keep paddling, my friends. Jesus is in the 
adventure with us!



Happy Birthday Fr Rob June 22nd

Today we give thanks to God for the life of Fr. Rob Trujillo as he celebrates his 
birthday!

Birthdays are more than a reminder of the years that have passed. They are an 
opportunity to thank God for the gift of life, for the countless blessings He has 
poured out, and for the lives that have been touched through a faithful “yes” to His 
call.

Fr. Rob, thank you for your generous priesthood, your joyful spirit, your dedication 
to God’s people, and for the many ways you serve our parish family. Your kindness, 
wisdom, and love for the Lord are a blessing to all of us.

As you celebrate another year of life, may God continue to bless you with good health, abundant joy, 
renewed strength, and many graces. May the Holy Spirit guide you, may Our Blessed Mother protect you, 
and may the Lord continue to use you as an instrument of His love and mercy. 

Please join me in wishing Fr. Rob a very happy birthday and keeping him in your prayers today.
Happy Birthday, Fr. Rob! May God bless you abundantly today and always!

19th anniversary of priestly ordination! June 23rd
For 19 years, Father Rob has faithfully answered the Lord’s call, serving God’s 

people with generosity, compassion, and a joyful heart. Through the celebration 
of the Holy Mass, the Sacraments, his preaching, his presence, and his friendship, 
he has touched countless lives and helped many draw closer to Jesus Christ.

Father Rob, thank you for your faithful "yes" to the Lord. Thank you for your 
dedication to the Church, for your witness of faith, and for the many ways you 
share God’s love with those around you.

May the Lord continue to bless you abundantly, strengthen you in your ministry, fill you with His 
peace and joy, and grant you many more years of fruitful service in His vineyard.

Please join me in praying for Father Rob today as we celebrate this special milestone in his 
priesthood.

Happy 19th Anniversary of Ordination, Father Rob! May God bless you always!

I thank you all so very much for your warm birthday greetings. 
Providentially, today is also the anniversary of an equally grace-
filled day in my life. Nineteen years ago, I was ordained a Catholic 
priest in the Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine by the late Bishop 
Victor Galeone.

My priesthood has been both a great gift and a profound mystery. 
Who could have known that my mother's prayer—that the child she 
carried in her womb would one day become either a priest or a 
doctor—would be fulfilled? In a sense, I believe both came true.

One of the common words for priest in Spanish is cura, a word 
that in verb form means "heals". Through the Sacraments of the 
Anointing of the Sick and Reconciliation, a priest is privileged to 
bring Christ's healing to both body and soul. Over these nineteen 
years, I have anointed and heard the confessions of hundreds upon 
hundreds of people.

Thank You for warm greetings



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITIES
With your support, Knights of Columbus is able to impact the lives of countless individuals in need, around 
the nation and around the world. Whether providing aid to those affected by disasters, supporting 
persecuted Christians, assisting mothers and babies in need, or more, your contributions make a profound 
difference. 100% of your donation goes directly to those we serve through our charitable programs.

July Birthday’s July
Anniversary's

Dennis I Kow Esq 07-01
Parker Locascio 07-03
Therrien L Christopher Sr 07-06 
Leornard M Fertall 07-06
Anthony F Girgus Sr 07-06
Ari B Vasquez 07-07
Michael Samogala 07-08
Frank Sistrunk Jr 07-09
Robert J Howell 07-10
Antonio F Paulo 07-10
Alden Raquepau Jr 07-10
Steven C Mendez 07-12
Joseph Wesley Paul 07-12
Gary W Riley 07-13
Frederick W Aiken Iv 07-14
Robert H Daly Sr 07-14
Tyler Benders 07-17

Joseph/Donna Sousa 
07-05-1964 

This month is the start of our new Fraternal Year together as Knights — a 
big congratulations to all new council leadership! This is always a time of 
new beginnings, when councils can start fresh and reassess where they 
stand in relation to their goals. This should apply to us individually, too, 
including personal financial goals. Are you on track to reach them? 

Now is the perfect time to meet with me to review the existing insurance 
plan you have in place or to help you take the initial steps to create one. I invite you to meet with me 
every year as your family grows and changes, milestones are reached, and financial needs adjust. 
As your brother Knight, it’s my privilege to carry out Father McGivney’s mission by serving your family and 
helping you gain a clear picture of your financial protection needs, no matter your current situation. If I 
can be honest, I think this is one the most underappreciated benefits of membership in the Knights of 
Columbus, and if you’ve never taken advantage of getting a complimentary financial needs review, I 
encourage you to make this the year! 

With a personalized review using top-tier financial software, I can give you a transparent illustration of 
your finances with insights on how your current situation aligns to your future objectives. Together, we’ll 
review your current coverage and identify potential protection gaps, ensuring your plan aligns with your 
goals. 

If you’re interested in investments that are aligned with Catholic teaching, I can also connect you with 
Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors, which helps all faith-based investors prepare for retirement, build 
wealth and beat inflation with additional sources of income. 
Knights of Columbus, your premier partner for financial services, is for brother Knights, by brother 
Knights. I’m here to partner with you. Please see me and we’ll set up time to work together to financially 
safeguard your family. 

Again, welcome to all our new council leadership! Thank you for serving in this role — I’m excited to 
work with you to serve our brother Knights and their families. 
Vivat Jesus! 
Larry Kennedy 
Post Script: You can visit KofC.org and KoCAA.org for detailed information on what each of KofC and 
KoCAA can offer members directly. 
Insurance products offered through Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510 
For more information contact: Larry Kennedy, FICF, MDRT 407-579-9888 lawrence.kennedy@kofc.org

Field Agent

Message

Larry 

Kennedy

Raymond Cecot 07-17
James D Tisony 07-18
Jess U Socrates 07-19 
Donald Urban Thelen 07-19
Stephen Derrig 07-21
Marcelo Estrella 07-22
Kevin F Riebsam 07-24
William Berezansky 07-25
Joseph T Camarda 07-25
Michael Esposito 07-26
John W Franz Jr 07-27
James D Pointkouski 07-28
Raymond Scherer 07-28
Ronald W Cowles 07-29
Thomas M Labanauskas 07-29
Patrick Lonigro 07-30
Arthur W Walter 07-31



Amid growing division and mistrust, true patriotism strengthens civic friendship, 
upholds the dignity of every person, and advances the common good

By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori
Knightline June 1, 2026

Next month, the United States will celebrate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration 
of Independence. For many, it will be a moment of patriotic fervor. For everyone, it 
should be a moment of grace and responsibility.
As Knights of Columbus, we are patriots. We love the lands of our birth, and many of our brother Knights 
have given their lives in defense of their countries. Patriotism is woven into the fabric of our Order. 
Indeed, our Fourth Degree is known as the “patriotic degree.”
Yet our patriotism is not blind. In celebrating this 250th anniversary, we give thanks to God for what is 
noble in America while not forgetting what is painful and flawed. The Declaration of Independence 
proclaimed that all are created equal and endowed by our Creator with inalienable rights. Two and a half 
centuries later, we often struggle to live up to that ideal. Many were excluded from those rights for 
generations — and some still are.
Let us be builders of unity in the broader culture by recognizing legitimate diversity where it exists and 
respecting the humanity of those with whom we disagree.
Perhaps most painful are our deep divisions. Our political culture is wounded. Public discourse is more 
vitriolic than ever, and the threat of political violence hangs in the air. Trust of our institutions and leaders 
is at an all-time low. Often, politics is more about theater than good governance, more about holding 
power than defending human dignity, and more about winning partisan victories than securing the 
common good.
As a result, our unity as a nation is endangered. We have lost our ability to discuss our differences with 
civility and our capacity for civic friendship. Everyone is expected to take sides, identifying as a Democrat 
or a Republican before identifying as Americans or, indeed, as Catholics. We have lost the capacity to 
listen, to empathize, to walk together as “one nation under God.”
Patriotism is not oblivious to a nation’s shortcomings. But neither do patriots content themselves with 
complaining about what’s wrong. True patriotism spurs us to help our country become the best version of 
itself — to make things better, to repair a broken system and a shattered web of relationships, beginning 
with the family, and to recover our highest ideals, especially the dignity of the human person at every 
stage of life, from conception until natural death. What, then, can we do?
As patriotic Knights of Columbus, let us do what we must always do: put into practice the principles of our 
Order — charity, unity and fraternity.
Charity takes many forms: feeding the hungry, protecting the widow, the orphan and the outcast. It also 
involves listening to others, discerning what is good, and striving to walk together. This does not mean 
abandoning truth; it means truth and charity walk together. It also means leaving our comfort zone and 
encountering those with whom we disagree, not as opponents but as persons made in God’s image.
Unity requires responsibility. We are called to be builders of unity in the Church, for Jesus prayed that his 
followers would be one. Let us also be builders of unity in the broader culture by recognizing legitimate 
diversity where it exists and respecting the humanity of those with whom we disagree.
Fraternity and friendship go hand in hand. Because we share a common humanity, we are to reach out to 
those in need. We also seek a culture of mutuality in which we both give and receive, supporting one 
another in our lives as believers and citizens.
In Blessed Michael McGivney, we encounter a priest who knew that following Christ is inseparable from 
building communities where human dignity is protected and hope is sustained. He reminds us that love of 
country and love of neighbor are not rivals but companions rooted in the Gospel.

Healing a Divided Nation



Tootsie Roll Drive Saturday, June 6th at Publix

Left to Right:  Ken Wall, Michael Conville, Grand Knight Joseph Paul, Deputy 
Grand Knight Donnie Stevenson and Joe Lupo. 

The Tootsie Roll Program provides health care, learning, and quality of life opportunities for children, teens, 
and adults with disabilities. Grants are offered primarily to public and private agencies that are qualified not-
for-profit organizations focusing on improving the quality of life and providing healthcare and related 
services benefiting those with disabilities.

We accomplish this mission by 
raising funds to support a variety 
of state-wide programs like Special 
Olympics, summer camps for all 
ages, education in residential care 
facilities, on-the-job training work-
shops, and more regardless of the 
nature of an individual’s disability.



8th Grade Graduation -Scholarship's

Eighth Grade Graduation presentation of the awards and scholarship checks for this school year’s Essay 
Contest. Present in the photo from left to right are Grand Knight Joseph Paul, District Warden Owen 
Thompson, Co-Winner Zyla Lynn, Co-Winner Shelby Vargus, Honorable Mention Suri Gonzalez-Gorbea and 
Community Director Jeff Hadley.

The Winners and Award Amounts are as follows:
Co-Winner Zyla Lynn $500
Co-Winner Shelby Vargas $500
Honorable Mention Suri Gonzalez-Gorbea $100
The topic for this Essay Contest was “Out of 267 Popes, 
that have led the Catholic Church, who are your 3 favorite 
and why?”.

The check awards are to be applied towards the winner’s 
tuition for attending a Catholic High School next year. Also 
to be noted is that Zyla Lynn went on to finish in 2nd Place 
within Region 2 of our State.

Thank you also goes to Principal Barbara Kavanagh for her 
kind words and recognition of the Knights during the 
graduation ceremony.



Health Fair May 30th, 2026

Father Jose received the 
Chaplain of the year award 
from Florida State Council. 
It is the highest award 
issued by a state. Out of 
thousands of Chaplains in 
the order only a single 
Chaplain from each State 
earns the honor. Our 
Chaplain, Fr Jose, so rightly 
earned this honor.

Fr. Jose Chaplin of the Year Award

Grand Knight Joseph Paul announces Father Jose as the winner of the Chaplain of the year award from 
Florida State Council. Shown Fr Jose and District Deputy Greg Gully.

Treasurer Dan Lamperti and Grand Knight Joseph Paul.SK Tom Jones, Joe Lupo and Dan Lamperti.



Respect Life Mass in Jacksonville
Mass outside the abortion mill in 
Jacksonville was led by Fr. Rob on 
Friday, June 26th, 2026. 

The Respect Life Ministry and Knights 
of Columbus, Family for Life, headed 
up by Life Director SK Wayne Friday, 
came together to ask for forgiveness 
and mercy for all people involved.

Our mission is to promote and defend 
the sanctity of human life at every 
stage.  We works throughout our 
community to foster a culture that 
recognizes the inherent dignity of 
every person—from conception to 
natural death. Through education, 
advocacy, prayer, and compassionate 
outreach, we support individuals and 
families facing difficult circumstances 
and helps bring the message of life 
and hope to our parishes and 
neighborhoods.

Our mission is rooted in the belief 
that every human life is a gift from 
God. 

Respect Life works to:
• Promote respect for human life 

from conception to natural death
• Provide resources and support for 

mothers, fathers, and families in 
need

• Educate the faithful on issues 
related to the dignity of life

• Encourage prayer, awareness, and 
action within our Catholic 
community

The Knights of Columbus have long been committed to protecting life and supporting families. Our council is 
proud to stand alongside by supporting this initiatives, raising awareness within our parish, and encouraging 
our members and parishioners to participate in programs that defend and celebrate the gift of life.

By working together as a faith community, we can help build a culture that values compassion, supports 
those in need, and upholds the dignity of every human person.



July Meeting Awards

Knight of the Month
Tom Jones

Knight Family of the Month
Janet and Donnie Stevenson

Funnies

Florida State Council Specialty 
License Plate Interest Form

The Florida State Council is collecting signatures to apply for a specialty license plate in 
the State of Florida. If you are interested in receiving one of the plates, please complete 
this form with all the requested information. No payment is needed at this time; we are 
simply collecting 3,000 signatures.

Clink on the link below

Florida State Council Specialty License Plate Interest Form

•When did God create Adam? A little before eve (Eve).

•Where was Solomon’s temple? On the side of his head.

•How did Joseph make his coffee? Hebrew-ed it.

•How did God cure Moses’ headache? He gave him two tablets.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAN__tpx_pZUMFBKTlpRWURITDFGM0c4SUxJQzdBMDdFNS4u&route=shorturl


Corpus Christi Eucharistic March

District Deputy Greg Gully leads the Corpus Christi Procession at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church on Sunday, June 7th, 2026.

June 18th Exemplification



Deputy Grand Knight Mark Kurcin
Congratulations to

Kathy and Mark Kurcin
on their 42nd Wedding

Anniversary.



Guy D. De Luca
•Branch of Military: U.S. Army
•Dates of Service: 1967-1993
•Rank / Occupation: Lieutenant Colonel / Military Police
•Hometown: New York, New York

Guy De Luca is a career Army officer and a veteran of the Vietnam War. He 
served half of his 26-year career overseas. He commanded three separate 
Military Police units and was assigned to the U.S. embassies in Belgium and Italy 
as a foreign area officer with the Office of Defense Cooperation. Among De 
Luca’s many military awards are the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the Legion of 
Merit, and a Bronze Star. He was also Airborne and Ranger qualified. Following 
his military service, De Luca worked for the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, Transportation Security Administration as a supervisory criminal 
investigator and as the deputy federal security director for the state of Oregon. 
He retired from U.S. Civil Service in 2015 at the grade of GS-15. He and his bride, 
Christina, moved to Florida in January 2015. He presently works part-time as a 
background investigator for the Flagler County Sheriff’s Office.

•By David Lydon
• | 5:00 a.m. August 28, 2022

Flagler County Veteran of the 
Week: Guy De Luca

Guy De Luca 
June 25th, 2026 Funeral

August 14th, 1947 – June 18th, 2026
The family of Guy DeLuca wishes

to thank each and everyone
for their prayers and presence 

here today.
God Bless You!



Guy De Luca Funeral



Guy De Luca Funeral



A Credit Card That Helps Fuel Our Mission
Apply for the new Knights of Columbus® Mastercard – where a portion of your 

purchase activity helps support the Knights of Columbus® mission of charity, unity 

and fraternity.

Cardholder Benefits:

Get 1% Cash Back Rewards on all purchases*

Free Credit Score**

Zero Fraud Liability**

Get started today!

You don’t need to be a member to apply.

CLICK THE LINK TO APPLY!

Knights of Columbus® Mastercard | Knights of Columbus | Knights of Columbus

https://www.kofc.org/creditcard/
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